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“In all this, President Trump gravely endangered the security of the United States and its institutions of Government. 


He threatened the integrity of the democratic system, interfered with the peaceful transition of power, and imperiled a coequal 
branch of Government. He thereby betrayed his trust as President, to the manifest injury of the people of the United States.” 


Article of impeachment, Full text on A6 


Trump impeached again 


An isolated 
president has 
few willing 
to defend him 


BY PHILIP RUCKER, 
JOSH DAWSEY 
AND ASHLEY PARKER 


When Donald Trump on 
Wednesday became the first pres- 
ident ever impeached twice, he 
did so as a leader increasingly 
isolated, sullen and vengeful. 

With less than seven days re- 
maining in his presidency, 
Trump’s inner circle is shrinking, 
offices in his White House are 
emptying, and the president is 
lashing out at some of those who 
remain. He is angry that his allies 
have not mounted a more force- 
ful defense of his incitement of 
the mob that stormed the Capitol 
last week, advisers and associates 
said. 

Though Trump has been ex- 
ceptionally furious with Vice 
President Pence, his relationship 
with lawyer Rudolph W. Giuliani, 
one of his most steadfast defend- 
ers, is also fracturing, according 
to people with knowledge of the 
dynamics between the men. 

Trump has instructed aides 
not to pay Giuliani’s legal fees, 
two officials said, and has de- 
manded that he personally ap- 
prove any reimbursements for 
the expenses Giuliani incurred 
while traveling on the president’s 
behalf to challenge election re- 
sults in key states. They said 
Trump has privately expressed 
concern with some of Giuliani’s 
moves and did not appreciate a 

SEE TRUMP ON A7 


Seeds of siege 
in QAnon’s 
radicalization 


of the right 


BY DREW HARWELL, 
Isaac STANLEY-BECKER, 
RAZZAN NAKHLAWI 
AND CRAIG TIMBERG 


The siege on the U.S. Capitol 
played out as a QAnon fantasy 
made real: The faithful rose up 
in their thousands, summoned 
to Washington by their leader, 
President Trump. They seized 
the people’s house as politicians 
cowered under desks. Hordes 
wearing T-shirts emblazoned 
with the “Q” symbol and toting 
Trump flags closed in to deliver 
justice, armed with zip-tie hand- 
cuffs and rope and guns. 

The “#Storm” envisioned on 
far-right message boards had 
arrived. And two women who 
had died in the rampage — both 
QAnon devotees — had become 
what some were calling the first 
martyrs of the cause. 

The siege ended with police 
retaking the Capitol and Trump 
being rebuked and losing his 
Twitter account. But the failed 
insurrection illustrated how the 
paranoid conspiracy theory 
QAnon has radicalized Ameri- 
cans, reshaped the Republican 
Party and gained a forceful grip 
on right-wing belief. 

Born in the Internet’s fever 
swamps, QAnon played an un- 
mistakable role in energizing 
rioters during the real-world at- 
tack on Jan. 6. A man in a “Q” 
T-shirt led the breach of the 
Senate, while a shirtless, fur-clad 

SEE QANON ON A12 


Republicans who voted in favor of impeachment: Reps. Liz Cheney (Wyo.), Jaime Herrera Beutler 
(Wash.), John Katko (N.Y.), Adam Kinzinger (Ill.), Fred Upton (Mich.), Dan Newhouse (Wash.), 
Peter Meijer (Mich.), Anthony Gonzalez (Ohio), Tom Rice (S.C.) and David G. Valadao (Calif.) 


Incitement of insurrection 
President Trump is accused of inciting 
the mob that stormed the Capitol 
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MELINA MARA/THE WASHINGTON POST 


House Speaker Nancy Pelosi presides over a vote to impeach President Trump on Wednesday, exactly one week after a mob breached the 
Capitol. Ten Republicans broke ranks and joined Democrats in the effort. © See excerpts from the debate at wapo.st/Impeachment0114. 


D.C. security footprint swells ahead of inauguration 


BY Missy RYAN, 
MATT ZAPOTOSKY, 
ALEX HORTON 
AND DAN LAMOTHE 


National Guard forces from a 
growing list of states moved into 
positions across Washington on 
Wednesday as authorities scram- 
bled to understand the extent of 
threats surrounding President- 
elect Joe Biden’s inauguration 
and prevent a repeat of last 
week’s deadly insurrection at the 
US. Capitol. 

Security officials conducted ta- 
bletop exercises to rehearse inau- 
guration security and strengthen 
coordination among a massive 
patchwork of police, National 
Guard troops and federal person- 
nel that is expected to fan out 
ahead of protests this weekend 
and the Jan. 20 transfer of power. 

By next week, the D.C. police 
chief said, upward of 20,000 
guardsmen were expected to be 
in place to guard against violence, 
days after supporters of Presi- 
dent Trump smashed their way 
into the Capitol as lawmakers 

SEE SECURITY ON A10 
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National Guardsmen rest in the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. D.C.’s acting police chief said that 
upward of 20,000 guardsmen were expected to be in place as Inauguration Day approached. 


One year later, a very different nation seethes 


BY DAN BALZ 


President Trump fixed a place 
in history once again Wednesday 
as the first president to be twice 
impeached. But the background 
and circum- 
stances of this 
latest rebuke are 
likely to be remembered as much 
as or more than the vote itself — 
set against a country seething 
with anger and with the streets 


THE TAKE 


of the capital patrolled by thou- 
sands of troops ahead of the com- 
ing transfer of power. 

Over the nearly six-year span 
encompassing Trump’s entry 
into politics and the life of his 
presidency, the country has been 
changed dramatically, but never 
as much as in the time between 
the two impeachment votes. 
When Trump’s term ends, he will 
leave behind a country not just 
divided and in disrepair but one 


that has been seeded with com- 
bustible obstacles in the path of 
President-elect Joe Biden. 

There will be no clean break 
from one administration to an- 
other. The effects of Trump’s 
presidency will spill over into the 
early days — and perhaps longer 
— of Biden’s administration, 
from a Senate impeachment trial 
to threats of violence and unrest 
that have shown no real sign of 

SEE TAKE ON A7 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 


McConnell breaks with Trump 
Majority leader has not ruled out 
conviction in Senate trial. A8 


Facebook and #StopTheSteal 
Research sheds light on how site 
was used to boost the riot. A20 


Officer’s actions saved lives 
Eugene Goodman lured rioters 
away from Senate chambers. B1 


Media and Trump: Facing facts 
A look at how journalists covered 
a president like no other. C1 


Senate trial 
is likely to 

occur after 
departure 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
AND PAUL KANE 


The House made history 
Wednesday by impeaching a 
president for a second time, in- 
dicting President Trump a week 
before he leaves office for incit- 
ing a riot with false claims of a 
stolen election that led to the 
storming of the Capitol and five 
deaths. 

Unlike Trump’s first impeach- 
ment, which proceeded with al- 
most no GOP support, Wednes- 
day’s effort attracted 10 Republi- 
cans, including Rep. Liz Cheney, 
the No. 3 party leader in the 
House. The Senate now appears 
likely to hold a trial after Trump’s 
departure, an unprecedented 
scenario that could end with law- 
makers barring him from hold- 
ing the presidency again. 

The final vote was 232 to 197. 

One of the final dramas of a 
tumultuous presidency, the im- 
peachment unfolded against the 
backdrop of near-chaos in the 
House and uncertainty about 
where Trump’s exit leaves the 
GOP. Democrats and Republi- 
cans exchanged accusations and 
name-calling throughout the 
day, while Trump loyalists were 
livid at fellow Republicans who 
broke ranks — especially Cheney 
— leaving the party’s leadership 
shaken. 

But despite the emotions 
stirred by the Capitol assault, the 

SEE IMPEACHMENT ON A6 


Democrats 
seek probe of 
possible GOP 


‘accomplices’ 


BY MICHAEL KRANISH, 
KAROUN DEMIRJIAN 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


Even as Democrats on 
Wednesday impeached President 
Trump, they turned their atten- 
tion to allegations that Republi- 
can members of Congress en- 
couraged last week’s attempted 
insurrection, possibly providing 
help that enabled the mob who 
stormed the Capitol. 

“Their accomplices in this 
House will be held responsible,” 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N-Y.) said 
in a speech during the impeach- 
ment debate, without mention- 
ing specific members or allega- 
tions. 

In the days since the Jan. 6 
attack, immediately preceded by 
Trump’s remarks at a rally, a num- 
ber of Democrats have pointed to 
speeches, tweets and videos that 
they have said raised questions 
about whether the attackers may 
have been inspired or helped by 
Republican members of Con- 
gress. 

Rep. Mikie Sherrill (D-N.J.) 
said in a Facebook Live broadcast 
that she saw Republicans “who 
had groups coming through the 
Capitol that I saw on Jan. 5 for 
reconnaissance for the next day.” 
She said some of her GOP col- 
leagues “abetted” Trump and “in- 
cited this violent crowd.” 

‘Tm going to see that they’re 
held accountable and, if neces- 
sary, ensure that they don’t serve 

SEE CONGRESS ON All 


Middle East: Israel strikes Syria, targeting Iranian military positions 
and forces loyal to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. A14 


Virus vaccinations: A contentious debate unfolds in D.C., with lawmakers 


saying White residents are edging out Black ones for appointments. B1 


D.C. radio: Longtime WAMU-FM host Kojo Nnamdi will retire from 
his daily program but will still host “The Politics Hour” on Fridays. C1 
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